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PROFILE
Development Economist specialising in Local and Regional Economic Development (LED/RED), municipal governance and finance, and public policy. 33+ years combined experience spanning all three spheres of government, private consulting, municipal executive management, and academia. NRF C-rated researcher and Visiting Professor at Universitas Komputer Indonesia (UNIKOM). Founding member and Deputy Chairperson of the Economic Development Council of South Africa (EDCSA).
QUALIFICATIONS
1. PhD, North-West University (2013) — Revitalisation strategies for rural regions: Northern Free State
1. MA, Development & Management (Cum Laude), North-West University (2007)
1. B. Art et Sc, Town & Regional Planning (incl. Honours), North-West University (1987) — SACPLAN Best Student Prize
1. Diploma in Environmental Management, Wits University (2006)
CURRENT ROLE & CAREER SUMMARY
1. University of Johannesburg (2020–present): Professor; Acting Director SPMGP (2021–2022); Research Professor (2023–present)
1. North-West University (2010–2020): Professor, Director of TRADE research entity, Programme Leader Economics
1. Earlier career (1988–2010): Town Planner (national/provincial government), Senior Town Planner (Boksburg), Partner (TAPP), Executive Director: Development & Planning (Midvaal Municipality), Chief Town Planner (Dept of Rural Development & Land Reform)
RESEARCH OUTPUT & IMPACT
1. 200+ journal publications and 60+ accredited conference proceedings (2012–2026) across development economics, LED/RED, governance, and municipal finance.
1. Developer of 20 original LED/RED measurement tools and indexes, incl. MREDI, MFHI, EDES/EDEI, LGIGI, and the Multi-Variable Location Quotient Index
1. Chief Editor, International Journal of eBusiness and eGovernment Studies (Scopus); Associate Regional Editor for Africa, JEECAR
TEACHING & SUPERVISION
1. Currently lectures PMG9X21 (Governance Theory & Research Methodology) and PMG9X08/PMG9X19 (M&E / Sustainable Local Government) at Master's level.
1. Supervised to graduation: 15 PhDs, 19 Master's (50% cum laude), 100+ Honours students since 2015.
1. UJ CBE Top 10 Researcher (2022–2025); multiple NWU teaching, research and community engagement awards (2012–2019)
PROFESSIONAL & COMMUNITY ROLES
1. Founding member of Economic Development Council of South Africa (EDCSA)
1. Member: Regional Studies Association, RSAI, RENET; Chairperson, LGSETA Webinar Series (2023–2025)
1. Extensive international collaboration network (Poland, Lithuania, Malaysia, US, Namibia, Hungary, Slovakia); manages 20 visiting professors.
